
February 13, 2016

My dearest friends and colleagues, 

The 2016 Trustees Gala is the Georgia Historical Society’s 
premiere annual event and the culmination of the 2015-2016 
Georgia History Festival. 

“Dare to Dream” is an event inspired by the iconic Georgia 
businesses that helped to shape the modern world with a 
nostalgic nod to the “Mad Men” era.  The 2016 Trustees 
Gala will feature Governor Nathan Deal’s induction of 
James H. “Jimmy” Blanchard, Retired Chairman of the Board 
and CEO of Synovus, and Muhtar Kent, Chairman of the Board 
and CEO of The Coca-Cola Company, as the newest Georgia 
Trustees.  This is the highest honor Georgia can confer 
and the 2016 Georgia Trustees are most deserving of this 
recognition, joining an impressive list of early to 
contemporary Georgians.  Their lives and accomplishments 
reflect the original Trustees motto:  Non Sibi Sed Aliis 
meaning “Not for Self, but for Others.”

Each year this elegant, black-tie, and much-anticipated 
evening draws top local, state, and national leaders to 
honor and pay tribute to the best the State of Georgia has 
produced.

Please join us at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 13, 
2016, at the Hyatt Regency in Savannah as we honor the 
giants of Georgia’s business history in an elegant evening 
that includes dinner, dancing, and lively conversation 
with the 2016 inductees. 

Yours truly, 

W. Todd Groce, Ph.D.
President and CEO
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Modern-Day Georgia Trustees

2016 (incoming 2/13/16)
James H. Blanchard
Muhtar Kent

2015
Alana Smith Shepherd
Paula S. Wallace

2014
Arthur M. Blank
William Porter “Billy” Payne

2013
S. Truett Cathy
Herman J. Russell

2012
Thomas G. Cousins
Andrew J. Young, Jr.

2011
Vincent J. Dooley
Samuel A. Nunn Jr.

2010
Henry “Hank” Aaron
Robert Edward “Ted” Turner III

2009
Bernard Marcus
Marguerite Neel Williams



I N T E R - O F F I C E  M E M O R A N D U M

FROM:  Georgia Historical Society

TO:  Friends and Colleagues

IN REGARD TO:  DARE TO DREAM

DATE:  February 13, 2016

Georgia Historical Society presents “Dare to Dream,” a sophisti-
cated and stylish tribute to a time when martinis and bossa nova 
were de rigueur.

Join us as we honor the giants of Georgia’s business history in 
an alluring evening with a retro twist.

Bring your own swagger and remember, “only boring people are 
bored.”

 2016 Trustees Gala
 Dare to Dream
 February 13, 2016
 7:00 p.m.
 Hyatt Regency Savannah, 2 West Bay Street
 Black tie

$325 per person ($275 for GHS members)
Complimentary parking is available at the Whitaker St. and Bryan 
St. garages.  Vouchers to validate parking will be available at 
the registration table.

CC:  James H. Blanchard and Muhtar Kent
Encls:  6



2016 GEORGIA TRUSTEES
The Georgia Historical Society, in partnership with the Office of the Governor, 
has reconstituted the Georgia Trustees, a group created in 1732 to foster the 

development of the young colony. 

The spirited vision of these leaders lives on through the actions of the 
Georgians whose service and philanthropy have profoundly shaped 

our state and nation.

Please join us as we honor those in the modern era to be inducted into this 
esteemed group. Non Sibi Sed Aliis. 

JAMES H. BLANCHARD
Retired Chairman of the Board and CEO, Synovus

MUHTAR KENT
Chairman of the Board and CEO, The Coca-Cola Company

Governor Nathan Deal and the Georgia Historical Society 
will induct the 2016 Georgia Trustees. 

 
Following the presentation the new Trustees will engage in a moderated 

conversation, featuring questions on topics 
ranging from business to philanthropy 

to history and life philosophies.





HOST COMMITTEE: IN PROGRESS

FESTIVAL CO-CHAIRS:

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS:

OGLETHORPE:

PATRON:

BENEFACTORS:

CHAIRS:

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Barrow III

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Y. Bradley

Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Brumley

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Cartledge

Ms. Mimi Cay

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Cheves

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cortese

Mr. and Mrs. Glen M. Darbyshire

Mr. and Mrs. Archie H. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Erroll B. Davis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. James O. Dekle

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Dooley

Mrs. Edward F. Downing

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Emery

Mr. and Mrs. Brian R. Foster

Mr. Heyward Gignilliat/Mr. Gus Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Helton

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Hightower

Mr. Austin Hill

Mr. and Mrs. R. Kevin Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Jacobs

Dr. and Mrs. Thornton F. Jordan

Mr. and Mrs. Ted J. Kleisner

Dr. and Mrs. James G. Lindley, Jr.

Ms. Ann Lytle

Mr. and Mrs. James McCallar

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis McGillicuddy

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Mason

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Meshad

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Moore

Dr. and Mrs. William T. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Morris

Mr. and Mrs. David T. Neises

Mr. Samir Nikocevic and Mr. Charles Cameron Taylor

The Colleen and Sam Nunn Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O’Connor

Mr. and Mrs. George Olmstead

Mr. and Mrs. David Paddison

Mrs. John O. Paull

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Payne

Mr. and Mrs. E. Michael Powers

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rabinowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. H. Jerome Russell

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Sadler

The Honorable Leah Ward Sears and Mr. Haskell Ward

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Sheridan

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Shifflett

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Solomons, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Philip W. Tomlinson

Mr. and Mrs. John L. Tucker

Mr. and Mrs. R. Bartley Turner

Turner Foundation, Inc.

Mr. William Udry

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wallace

MEMBERS:Mrs. Alice Jepson and Mr. Bill Jones III

President Jimmy Carter

The Honorable Stacey Abrams

The Honorable Bob Bryant

The Honorable Casey Cagle

The Honorable Buddy Carter

The Honorable Katie Dempsey

The Honorable Mike Dudgeon

The Honorable Terry England

The Honorable Matt Hatchett

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

The Honorable John Lewis

The Honorable Butch Parrish

The Honorable David Perdue

The Honorable Jesse Petrea

The Honorable Jay Powell

The Honorable David Ralston

The Honorable Calvin Smyre

The Honorable Ross Tolleson

The Honorable Ben Watson

The Honorable Lynn A. Westmoreland

Mr. and Mrs. John F. McMullan

Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Jepson, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John Addison

Dr. Victor Andrews 

The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Sidney J. Bolch III

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Cathy

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Cousins

Mr. and Mrs. Beverly M. DuBose III

Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner W. Garrard, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Holder

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jones III

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kessler

Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Marcus

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Maxwell

Mr. and Mrs. Mark V. Smith

The Honorable and Mrs. Roy E. Barnes

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Blanchard

Mr. Clayton Boardman III

Mr. and Mrs. Walter M. “Sonny” Deriso, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. George Fawcett II

Mr. John C. Helmken II and Dr. Melanie Helmken

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Hertz

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Larsen

Mrs. Robert O. Levitt

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Montag

Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Morris

Mr. William W. Sprague III

Mrs. Helen R. Steward

Mr. and Mrs. Don L. Waters

As of: 12/08/15 





RSVP
Seats are limited; RSVP by January 15, 2016

MESSAGE:

WEB: GEORGIAHISTORYFESTIVAL.ORG

(912)651-2125 ext.120 or (404)382-5410PHONE:

For more information please visit

URGENT

This contribution is tax deductible to the extent 

permitted by law (all but $130 per seat).

    The Georgia Historical Society is the premier 
indepentent statewide institution responsible for    
collecting, examining, and teaching Georgia History. 

   Georgia Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
Funds from seat and table purchases are invested into 
GHS’s educational programming. No refunds will be made 
for seat/table purchases. 

X



I AUTHORIZE A CHARGE OF $                      

TO MY     AMEX     MASTERCARD    VISA

CARD NUMBER                                                        EXP. DATE

BILLING ZIP                        NAME ON CARD

SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)  

   NAME(S):

  GUEST(S):

  #

ADDRESS:

    PHONE: EMAIL:

TRUSTEES GALA
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2016, 7:00 p.m.

HYATT REGENCY SAVANNAH

SEAT(S) AT $275 EACH FOR GHS MEMBERS
SEAT(S) AT $325 EACH FOR NON GHS MEMBERS

GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY’S

MY CHECK IS ENCLOSED IN THE AMOUNT OF $
(Make checks payable to Georgia Historical Society)

(Member number required for discount)

PLEASE NOTE ANY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS

Guests with disabilities who require special arrangements 
should call the event planner at 912.604.1267

To purchase a table or for other assistance, please call
912.651.2125, ext. 120

Tickets will not be issued; names will be at the door.



104 West Gaston Street  |  Savannah, GA 31401



CORPORATE SPONSORS:  
in progress

Platinum

Acuity Brands

AGL Resources

AT&T Georgia

Camden Real Estate Company

Critz Auto Group

Dulany Industries

Georgia Ports Authority

Levy Jewelers

South State Bank

TSYS

G�d

AT&T Georgia

Genuine Parts Company

Georgia-Pacific

Great Dane Trailers

King & Spalding

Savannah Distributing

SunTrust

Waffle House

S�ver

BB&T

Bouhan Falligant LLP

Cay Insurance Services

HunterMaclean Attorneys

Minis & Company

The Olde Pink House &

     Garibaldi

Bronze

Savannah Tire

Thomas & Hutton

Si�ature Media Spons�  

Savannah Morning News




