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SQ/FPT 1: Assessing the roles and expectations of  women during the New 
South Era. 

Supporting Question 1: What were the new roles for women during the New South era? 

Formative Performance Task 1: Describe at least one way in which women’s roles changed 
during the New South era. Cite at least one piece of evidence from the primary sources to 
support your description. 

Identify Similarities  

Read the “Main Ideas” from each biography and identify new roles women were taking on 
during the New South era. Underline or write them down. Roles can include differing jobs, 
organizations, volunteer work, and education level of each of the three women. 

•	 Consider how these roles are similar but also different for the differing women. 

•	 Consider how the roles these women filled may have been different than their mothers’ or 
grandmothers’ roles during the Civil War or Reconstruction era. 

Assessment: Respond to the supporting question. Describe at least one way in which women’s 
roles changed during the New South era. Your descriptions should include evidence from at least 
one source.  
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Source: “Stella Akin.” In Prominent Women in Georgia, from the papers of Lallie Dozier Benkoski 
(b.1926), MS 1691 (1905-2003), Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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Main ideas from “Stella Akin” in the book Prominent Women in Georgia

Miss Akin was admitted to practice law in Georgia in 1917—the first woman to be admitted in 
Savannah and the second in the state.

She was the first secretary of the Georgia League of Women Voters.

She served as the vice-president of the National Democratic Victory Club in Savannah during the 
presidential campaign of 1924.

In 1918 she was admitted to the Georgia Bar Association, thus taking her place as the first 
woman in the history of Georgia to become a member.

During the World War, Miss Akin served on the legal advisory board of Chatham County, and was 
an active speaker for the Red Cross and Liberty Loan drives.
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Source: Lugenia Burns Hope: Black Southern Reformer by Jacqueline Anne Rouse.  Athens, 
Georgia: UGA Press, 2004. 
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Main ideas from Lugenia Burns Hope: Black Southern Reformer by Jacqueline Anne Rouse

Lugenia Burns Hope (1871-1947) began her career of community activism early and would 
eventually distinguish herself as a Black reformer. During her adolescent years in Chicago she 
worked with several charitable agencies. 

Soon after arriving [to Atlanta], she became a member of the group of women who were 
working to provide day-care centers for the children of her community. This group later became 
the founders of the Neighborhood Union [1908], the first female social welfare agency for Blacks 
in Atlanta. For 25 years she led this agency in providing medical, recreational, educational, and 
civic services in Atlanta’s Black communities. 

During World War I, Hope like other southern Black women, responded wholeheartedly to the 
war effort. She and the Neighborhood Union conducted the YWCA’s Atlanta War Work Council 
for Black soldiers. They petitioned for better police protection, access to public facilities, and the 
creation of more recreational centers.
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Source: Biographical sketch for Who’s Who America 1915, from the papers of Helen Dortch 
Longstreet (b. 1863), MS 1341(1904-1941), Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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Main ideas from a biographical sketch of Helen Dortch Longstreet for Who’s Who America in 
1915 published by A. N. Marquis & Company

Educated (ed.) Brenau Coll., Gainesville, Ga.

Editor of weekly and early political newspapers in Ga. 

Asst. State Librarian of Ga., by appointment of Gov. William Y. Atkinson, 1894-1897 (1st woman 
in Ga. to hold office under State Govt.)

Apptd. Postmaster of Gainesville, Ga. by Pres. Roosevelt, 1904-1913. 

Leader of the fight for recovery by State of Tallulah Falls, Ga., which had been appropriated by a 
water-power co. [Georgia Power].

Author: Lee and Longstreet at High Tide, 1904


