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SQ/FPT 2: Identifying points of  view of  people toward women’s suffrage in 
Georgia. 

Supporting Question 2: Were people in Georgia for or against women’s suffrage during the New 
South era? 

Formative Performance Task 2: Identify the differing points of view of people and groups of 
people toward women’s suffrage. 

Tug of  Truth  

Identify the creator, author, or source of each document. Decide whether the opinion 
represented by that person or group is pro- or anti-suffrage. 

Create a truth line with “pro” at one end and “anti” at the other. Place the sources on the line 
according to the sources’ opinion on suffrage. The strongest opinions should be closer to the 
ends of the line while the more passive or neutral opinions can fall closer to the middle. 

Tug of Truth Line

 

Anti-Suffrage                                                Neutral                                                Pro-Suffrage

Assessment: Place sources on the Tug of Truth line. You should base your analysis on evidence 
from the sources and should be able to explain the varying opinions on women’s suffrage in 
Georgia. 
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Source: “Prohibition Party Helps Win National Equal Suffrage Bill” newspaper excerpt, from the 
Ruth Stewart Leaken papers in the Stewart Huston Family Papers collection, MS 1267, Georgia 
Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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Excerpt from a newspaper article published on Friday, January 18, 1918, about the Prohibition 
Party supporting the National Equal Suffrage bill. 

Washington D.C., Jan. 14.—The forty-eight long years of championship of suffrage by the 
Prohibition Party has borne fruit in the tremendous victory won in Congress last week AND 
THE PROHIBITION PARTY SUPPLIED THE VOTES NEEDED TO PUT THE AMENDMENT ACROSS, 
SNATCHING VICOTY FORM DEFEAT. 

The dam has now burst—the three Prohibition Congressmen supplied the three necessary 
additional votes required to break the dam and start the torrent of suffrage sweeping over the 
Nation. 

THERE IS GLORY ENOUGH FOR ALL

All honor to the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union for its many years of education and 
agitation. All honor to Susan B. Anthony, Anna Shaw, Carrie Catt and their co-workers in the 
Woman Suffrage Association who have accomplished such wonderful results. All honor to the 
Woman’s Party, Alice Paul, Anne Martin, Mabel Vernon, and their sisters who suffered indignities 
in prison for the great suffrage movement. 

All honor to those congressmen who left sick beds to vote. All honor to Congresswoman 
Jeannette Rankin who helped pilot the bill through to victory. All honor to the Republican and 
Democratic congressmen who were big enough to BOLT their party platforms and vote for 
Democracy here at home. Some honor to the President, who got into line the evening before.
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Source: Letter to Miss Hortense Orcutt of Savannah, Georgia from Anna Howard Shaw, president 
of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, Feb. 25, 1913, from the papers of 
Jane Judge in the Walter Charlton Hartridge collection, MS 1349, Georgia Historical Society, 
Savannah, Georgia. 
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Excerpts from a letter to Miss Hortense Orcutt of Savannah, Georgia from Anna Howard Shaw, 
president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, Feb. 25, 1913.

…I am sure when the south gets over its fear of the negro women and recognize the only way 
in which the white race can dominate the south is for the women to have the ballot, they won’t 
have half the fear of it…and will see it [votes for white women] as an advantage.

…I am only speaking on this question from the standpoint of many of the Southern people who 
fear woman suffrage, not because of any fear of woman suffrage, but of negro suffrage. 

I think that it is one of the great mistakes which have been made in the South, that the ballot 
was put into the hands of negro men [15th Amendment], who had formerly been the slaves of 
white women, and that negro men, by the use of the ballot, were made politically superior to 
white women…
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Source: Correspondence from Juliette Gordon Low (aka. Daisy, b. 1860), from the Gordon Family 
Papers, MS 0318, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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Transcription of a letter dated May 2, 1915 from “Daisy” aka. Juliette Gordon Low, founder of 
the Girl Scouts.

 May 2nd 1915-

Dearest Mab,

Only a line to say I am to impersonate Gainsborough’s portrait of Ms. Siddons!! The Suffragists 
are getting us a series of tableaux of Great Women, and I am helping, not because I want a vote.  
The negroes and the emigrants in this Country are a serious obstacle to votes being given /2/ to 
women in U.S.A. but so many have been good to me and my Girl Scouts, that I am glad to return 
kindness – especially as I believe in theory of the justice of women having votes. I’ve just come 
back from Tybee. Arthur, Margaret, Stewart and I, all but M. went bathing. I go North, end of 
May and M (name?) goes to Tybee – June and July she will be with Arthur and Nelly, So I will 
skip about “in my love” like Kiplings cat!! ? D-
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Source: Correspondence of the Equal Suffrage Party of Georgia, from the Ruth Stewart Leaken 
papers in the Stewart Huston Family Papers collection, MS 1267, Georgia Historical Society, 
Savannah, Georgia.
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Excerpt of a letter from Emily Douglas of the Equal Suffrage Party of Georgia based in Atlanta, 
to Mrs. Ruth Leaken of Savannah, Georgia on Sept. 22, 1917. The letter is calling for suffragists 
to send messages to their Congressmen in Washington to vote for the creation of a “Woman’s 
Suffrage Committee in the House of Representatives. 

My dear Mrs. Leakin, 

 I have just received a telegram from the Congressional Committee in Washington, 
begging that we send as many telegrams as possible to our Representatives in Congress urging 
them to vote in favor of the bill to create a Woman’s Suffrage Committee in the House. This bill 
will come before the House on Monday for a vote. Do get as many of your influential men as 
possible and also the newspapers to vote for the bill. 

Letterhead from the Equal Suffrage party of Georgia circa 1917. 

Text under the Map: white states, full suffrage; shaded states, partial suffrage; dotted state, 
presidential, municipal, and partial county suffrage; dark states, no suffrage. 
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Letter to Helen Dortch Longstreet dated August 28, 1920, from the papers of Helen Dortch 
Longstreet (b. 1863), MS 1341(1904-1941), Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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Excerpt from a letter to Helen Dortch Longstreet from her step-granddaughter dated two days 
after ratification of the 19th Amendment. 

Dear Granny,         Lavonia, Ga., Aug. 28, 1920

 What do you think of women being allowed to vote? And are you going out to vote for 
your candidate this Fall? I believe you can’t vote in Washington though, can you? If not, you will 
have to come down in Georgia; we are having a lively time with Tom Watson, Hoke S Smith, and 
Gov. Dorsey. 

       Lovingly, 

        Sue



Exploring Varying Opinions and 
Points of  View on Suffrage

12

Excerpts from a broadside issued by Alabama Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage, 
published by Brown Printing Company, Montgomery, from the collection of the National 
Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage, MS 1804 (1917-1919), Georgia Historical Society, 
Savannah, Georgia.  
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Excerpts from a broadside, published by Brown Printing Co., Montgomery, Ala., from the 
collection of the National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage, MS 1804 (1917-1919), 
Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.  
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Broadside issued by the National American Woman Suffrage Association, published by National 
Woman Suffrage Publishing Company Inc., from the Ruth Stewart Leaken papers in the Stewart 
Huston Family Papers collection, MS 1267, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia. 
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Text from the Broadside issued by the National American Woman Suffrage Association, 
published by National Woman Suffrage Publishing Company Inc. 

The National Women’s Trade Union League in Convention adopted unanimously the following 
resolution: 

THE WORKERS ARE THE WEALTH OF THE COUNTRY 

VOTELESS WOMEN UNABLE TO PROTECT THEMSELVES ARE USED TO CUT MEN’S WAGES

IDLE AND IGNORANT WOMEN OPPOSE VOTES FOR WORKERS

ORGANIZED WORKERS PROTEST AGAINST ANTI-SUFFRAGISTS 
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The first page of an open letter to the women of Savannah and Chatham County of the doings 
& Achievements of the Savannah Federation of Negro Women’s Clubs, 1918-1921, from the 
Maude Hayward Collection on Women’s Clubs, MS 1278, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, 
Georgia. 



Exploring Varying Opinions and 
Points of  View on Suffrage

17

Excerpt from an open letter to the women of Savannah and Chatham County of the doings & 
Achievements of the Savannah Federation of Negro Women’s Clubs. 

Answering the call of that intrepid and fearless leader of Negro women, Lucy C. Laney, the 
Toussaint L’Ouverture Branch of Savannah Chapter A.R.C. sent out a call to all women’s clubs, 
DOING UPLIFT WORK, 40 clubs responding representing more than 1,000 women, and set forth 
its purpose and platform. It was as follows: 

1st. A single standard for men and women.

2nd. Protection for our inexperience boys and girls.

3rd. Better housing conditions, thereby insuring longer lives. 

4th. A higher type of manhood and womanhood. 

5th. Rights and privileges now denied. 

6th. THE USE OF THE BALLOT. 

7th. A legacy to posterity of all things that tend to build up a race to the GLORY and HONOR of 
GOD. 


