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The Yazoo Land Fraud and Its Impact on Georgia

Compelling Question: What was the Yazoo Land Fraud 
and how did it impact Georgia?

Task: Gather evidence from primary and secondary sources to respond to the supporting 
question. 

Student Instructions: Create five sections in a notebook, on a piece of paper, or document to 
record evidence or information from primary and secondary sources. Each section created is 
like a “bucket” that needs to be filled up. Use the five topics listed below to label each “bucket.” 
Analyze the primary and secondary sources to gather as much information about each topic 
to “fill up” the buckets. Use the evidence to respond to the supporting question, what was the 
Yazoo Land Fraud and how did it impact Georgia?

Label the buckets with these five topics: 

1.  Yazoo Act 

2.  James Jackson 

3.  Territory involved 

4.  Land lottery system 

5.  Creek and Cherokee

Begin by reading the Yazoo Fraud historical marker. Read it closely and make sure to pay 
attention to the source information. After reading, record any information or evidence that 
corresponds to the five buckets. For example, the marker states “land along the Yazoo River 
in what is now Alabama and Mississippi.” In your own words, record that information in the 
“territory involved” bucket. 

Because historical markers are limited in the amount of text they can contain, and because 
strong evidence is supported by more than one source of information, examine the following 
primary and secondary sources. Use these sources to “fill-up” your buckets with more evidence. 

Tip: For help with analyzing primary sources use the Primary Source Analysis Tool from the 
Library of Congress. 

Assessment: Citing evidence from each of the buckets, respond to the supporting question: 
what was the Yazoo Land Fraud and how did it impact Georgia?

https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/yazoo-fraud/
https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/documents/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
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C.H. Warren Illustration of the Burning of the Yazoo Act. Georgia Historical Society.
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Etching of James Jackson. From the GHS Collection of Etchings, Silhouettes, and Prints.



7

Land grant from state of Georgia to John P. Riley. Signed by William Schley, Governor. Lot no. 1080, 12th District, 
1st Section, Cherokee County, 40 acres. Plat with pendant seal included. From the John P. Riley Land Grant 

Collection at the Georgia Historical Society.
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