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Georgia’s Five Capitals

Supporting Question: Why has Georgia’s capital been in 
five different geographic locations around the state?

Task: Match the correct primary source map to the correct corresponding historical marker. 
Each historical marker and corresponding map represent one of the five locations of Georgia’s 
capitals. Plot each of the five locations on a map.

Student Instructions: Read each historical marker (or historical marker webpage) and review 
each primary source map. Using the context clues from the marker text and the details in 
each map, plot Georgia’s five state capitals on a blank map of Georgia or use “My Maps” from 
Google. For each location, pay attention to the various geographic features and the evidence or 
information as to why the capital was moved there. 

For each capital location explain the following: 

•	 The geographic features in the area that made each location accessible and useful as the 
seat of government. For example: rivers, mountains, coastline, farmland, etc. 

•	 Explain why the capital location was moved to or from that place.  

Assessment: Write a response to the supporting question, why has Georgia’s capital been in 
five different geographic locations around the state? Cite the major geographic features of each 
capital location and evidence as to why the locations changed over time.  

https://mymaps.google.com/
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Zero Mile Post. Re-erected by the Atlanta History Center and the Georgia Historical Society. 2019.
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Cemetery Square. Erected by the Georgia Historical Commission. 1961.
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Savannah: Colonial Capital and Birthplace of Representative Government in Georgia.  
Erected by the Georgia Historical Society and Office of the Secretary of State. 2008.
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Market House. Erected by the Georgia Historical Commission and Department of Natural Resources. 1979.
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A new and accurate map of the province of Georgia in North America. [London?: s.n, 1779] Map.  
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008625108/.
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Sketch of the northern frontiers of Georgia: extending from the mouth of the River Savannah to the town of  
Augusta / by Archibald Campbell. Engraved by Willm. Faden, 1780. Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 

University of Georgia Libraries.
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“A plan of Milledgeville: the capital and permanent seat of the government of the state of Georgia ...  
copied from the original plan on 2nd day of Sept. 1808. Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library,  

University of Georgia Libraries.


