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Georgia Moves West: Push and Pull Factors

Supporting Question: What were the factors of  migration 
and how did they impact the movement of  Georgia’s various 
populations during westward expansion?

Task: Assess the different factors encouraging population migrations in Georgia during westward 
expansion.

Student Instructions: Review each of the five source sets included in this activity to assess the 
five push and pull factors that influenced people in Georgia to move west during westward 
expansion. Each set represents one of the five push and pull factors and is made up of primary, 
secondary, and tertiary sources. 

First, label each set as either a push or pull factor of migration. 

•	 Set 1: American Revolution 				    push / pull

•	 Set 2: New Transportation 				    push / pull

•	 Set 3: The Cotton Gin					     push / pull

•	 Set 4: Trade and Commerce				    push / pull

•	 Set 5: Land Distribution 				    push / pull

Tip: In the study of migration, push factors are those that encourage a population to leave its 
home, pull factors are those that draw a population to another area or place.

Next, assess the sources in each set and complete the table on the next page. For each of the 
five push and pull factors, research the source materials in the sets to explain how each factor 
impacted different groups in Georgia’s population, including the Creek and Cherokee, Georgia 
settlers, and enslaved Africans. During your research consider the following questions: 

How did each push and pull factor impact different population groups?

Are all push and pull factors the same for each group? Why or why not? 

Assessment: Based on the research and evidence in the table respond to the question, what 
were the factors of migration and how did they impact the movement of Georgia’s various 
populations during westward expansion?  
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Georgia’s 
Westward 
Expansion: 
Impact on 
Populations 

Revolutionary War New Transportation 
(railroads, roads, 
steam engine)

Cotton Gin Trade and 
Commerce

Land 
Distribution 

Georgia 
Settlers

Example: Many 
evacuated the 
coast during the 
Revolution. 

Enslaved 
Africans

Creek and 
Cherokee 
American 
Indians
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Source Set 1: American Revolution

B. Capture of Savannah. Erected by the Georgia Historical Commission. 1952.
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Source Set 1: American Revolution 

C. “Georgia and the American Revolution.” Three Centuries of Georgia History Online Exhibit  
from the Georgia Historical Society.
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Source Set 2: New Transportation

A. Whistle. 1880. From the W.H. Mims collection of Central of Georgia technical drawings from the  
Georgia Historical Society.

http://ghs.galileo.usg.edu/ghs/view?docId=ead/MS 1370-ead.xml;query=1370;brand=default
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Source Set 2: New Transportation

B. Old Federal Road. Erected by Georgia Historical Commission. 1996.
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Source Set 2: New Transportation

C. Hulett, Keith. “Ocmulgee River.” New Georgia Encyclopedia. 15 July 2020. Web. 17 August 2021.
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Source Set 3: The Cotton Gin

A. Eli Whitney’s Cotton Gin Patent Drawing; 3/14/1794; Restored Patent Drawings, 1837 - 1847; Records of  
the Patent and Trademark Office, Record Group 241; National Archives at College Park, College Park, MD.
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Source Set 4: Trade and Commerce

A. A new and accurate map of the province of Georgia in North America. [London?: s.n, 1779] Map.  
https://www.loc.gov/item/2008625108/.
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Source Set 4: Trade and Commerce

B. Early Trading Post. Historical Marker. Erected by the Georgia Historical Commission. 1955.
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Source Set 4: Trade and Commerce 

C. Saunt, Claudio. “Creek Indians.” New Georgia Encyclopedia. 25 August 2020. Web. 17 August 2021.
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Source Set 5: Land Distribution

A. Land Grant to Elisha Strickland for Lot 829 in Cherokee County, 1834.  
From the Georgia Historical Society Manuscript Collection, MS 769.

GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Source Set 5: Land Distribution 

B. Georgia’s First Land Lottery. Today in Georgia History, a joint collaboration of the Georgia 
Historical Society & Georgia Public Broadcasting. Watch the 90 second video here:  
https://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/tih-georgia-day/georgias-first-land-lottery/

https://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/tih-georgia-day/georgias-first-land-lottery/
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Source Set 5: Land Distribution 

C. Fort Wilkinson. Georgia Historical Commission. 1961.


