
Purpose

This set of primary and secondary sources developed by the Georgia Historical Society is
meant to support development of critical thinking skills by analyzing photographs, political
cartoons, and documents from and about the Reconstruction Era and the Gilded Age. To learn
more about the history of the era check out the Made in Georgia digital classroom resource as
a compliment to this source set.

Strategies 

This source set includes simple yet effective hands-on source analysis strategies for
classroom teaching.

Georgia Standards of Excellence

This source set is aligned to the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) for teaching various
economic and history standards for elementary, middle, and high school.

MADE IN GEORGIA 
Source Set 

How to Use this Primary Source Set

Each set of two sources represents various industries, people, and events of Reconstruction
and the Gilded Age in Georgia. Use the suggested strategies and discussion questions to
analyze sources highlighting the theme, Made in Georgia, through agriculture, textile, mining,
and transportation industries. 



Georgia Standards of Excellence 



Grade Level "Made in Georgia" Theme Idea / Standard Industry / Focus

2nd
Compare and contrast the agricultural products that groups like the
Creek or Cherokee grew versus products Georgia’s farmers grow today.
Consider the similarities and differences and why some have changed,
and some remain the same. (SS2H2)



  Agriculture; Natural

Resources; Geography
  

2nd
Describe how the Creek or the Cherokee adapted to and were influenced
by their environment by exploring how they grow crops such as corn,
beans, and squash. (SS2G2)

Agriculture; Natural
Resources; Environment




3rd

Explain how goods and services are produced locally and elsewhere
based on available natural resources. For example, explore how North
Georgia was once a limestone seabed leading to the formation of the
region’s marble industry and how that marble has been used in places
across the nation. (SS3E3)

Marble; Agriculture;
Natural Resources;

Geography; Economics

3rd

Productive resources are used to produce goods and services and
generally classified into four categories: natural, human, capital, and
entrepreneurship. Identify one or more productive resources from the
Reconstruction era or Gilded age. For example, explore how African-
American entrepreneurs displayed new technologies at the 1895 Cotton
States and International Exposition. (SS3EI)

Entrepreneurship;
Industry; Technology;

Education

Interpreting Made in Georgia with the Georgia Standards of Excellence

In keeping with the Georgia History Festival (GHF) theme, “The Promise of a More Perfect Union:
Reconstruction and the Gilded Age,” this year’s Georgia Day Statewide Art Contest and Georgia Day
Parade Banner Competition are meant to challenge students to explore the topic “Made in Georgia.” 

Through creativity students are challenged to illustrate how perseverance and progress during a time of
great change in Georgia helped generate products, industries, and entrepreneurs during Reconstruction
and the late 19th century and how they continue to impact us today. 

4th

Learn about political policies that aided freed men and women after the
Civil War such as Special Field Orders No. 15 or the Freedmen’s Bureau
Act of 1865. Consider how these policies influenced new economic
opportunities for Georgians. (SS4H6)

Reconstruction;
Government; Economics;

Agriculture;
Manufacturing; Textile

4th
Explore technological developments of the Reconstruction era and the
Gilded Age. For example, consider the impact of the steam locomotive and
how it helped move people and goods from place-to-place supporting
various industries such as agriculture and tourism in Georgia. (SS4E1) 

Transportation;
Technology; Agriculture;

Tourism; Trade



8th
Explore the goods and services produced during the Reconstruction era.
For example, consider the impact of new products such as chemical
fertilizer and how it helped Georgia become a pioneer in agriculture.
(SS8H6)



Agriculture; Technology;

Jobs; Manufacturing
  

8th
Consider the roles of key individuals in the advancement of African
Americans in the New South Era. For example, consider how Booker T.
Washington, W.E.B. DuBois, or Alonzo Herndon contributed to economic
and political changes for Black Georgian’s during the era. (SSH87)

New South Era;
Entrepreneurship;

Technology; 
Industry; Civics




Other

Georgia’s industries are influenced by the availability of natural
resources such as rivers serving as a power source, rich soil for planting
crops, or important transportation connections such as ports along
Georgia’s coastline. Can you identify an industry, product, or
entrepreneur significant to where you live and explain its importance? 

Industry; Geography;
Natural Resources; Jobs;
Entrepreneurship; Trade;
Manufacturing; Tourism

Grade Level "Made in Georgia" Theme Idea / Standard Industry / Focus

5th

Discuss the formation of the city of Atlanta due to its location at the
pivotal transition point between railroad lines. Consider how Atlanta’s
formation was influenced by the formation of railroads including how its
first name was “Terminus” leading to the cities’ economic significance
during the New South era and beyond. (SS5G2) 

Transportation;
Geography; Technology;

Economics; Trade

5th

Explore how the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition provided
opportunities for entrepreneurs to showcase their goods or services.
Consider the significance of the Negro Building at the Expo and how the
rise of Historically Black Colleges and Universities supported the growth
of Black entrepreneurs. (SS5E3)

Industry; Technology;
Education;

Entrepreneurship

Suggested Discussion Questions 

·What are Georgia’s natural resources? 
·How can Georgia’s natural resources influence the state’s economy? 
·How can Georgia’s natural resources influence the lives of people who live in the state? 
·How do jobs affect how and where people live? 
·What individuals or groups of people helped create Georgia’s major industries during this time? 
·What individuals or groups of people provided the labor-force for Georgia’s industries during this time? 
·What new technologies influenced industrial growth during this time period? 
·What goods or services are “Made in Georgia” and what do they tell you about our state and its history? 
·What major economic, political, and social changes occurred during Reconstruction and the Gilded Age? 



Strategies 

Library of Congress - Primary Source Analysis Tool

Use this simple tool to examine and analyze any kind of primary source and record student responses.

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/

Project Zero - What Makes You Say That?

Use this thinking routine that asks students to describe something, such as an object or concept, and
then support their interpretation with evidence by simply asking, "What’s going on?" and "What do you
see that makes you say that?".

http://www.pz.harvard.edu/resources/what-makes-you-say-that

Emerging America - Quadrant Analysis

Use this method to observe a primary source one quarter at a time. This short, hands-on exercise gives
students a chance to focus on particular details of the primary source to develop questions to answer. 

https://www.emergingamerica.org/teaching-resources/visual-primary-source-analysis-tool-
quadrant-analysis 







Discussion can turn to the historical particulars of the image, including

Who is the audience for this image? Who made it, and why?
What other questions do you have about this image? What would you need to know to understand more
about it?

Introduce this exercise by showing an image for the first time without a caption or identifying information, 

For 60 seconds, ask students to write nothing, just look at the image. 

Then cover the image with only one quarter of the image exposed and have students examine for 60
seconds. Repeat three more times. 

Once the exercise is complete, students can share with a partner, and perhaps complete other tasks,
depending on the teaching goals.

What are the three most important details you and your partner noticed?
What was unique in each quarter? How did the divided image differ from the whole?
If you were to give this image a title, what would it be?
Write a thought bubble for a person in this image? What are they thinking?
 
In a whole class discussion, partners can share observations. A powerful engagement strategy is for
teams to post titles or thought bubbles on the board for all to see. The teacher will decide the right point to
share the full citation and any other contextual information for the image.

Visual Primary Source Analysis Tool: 
 Quadrant Analysis



Visual Primary Source Analysis Tool 
 Quadrant Analysis Example

Step One: Step two: 

Step Three: Step Four: 



Source Set 

How to Use this Source Set



Each set of two sources represents various industries, people, and events of Reconstruction
and the Gilded Age in Georgia. Use the suggested strategies and discussion questions to
analyze primary sources highlighting the theme, Made in Georgia, through agriculture, textile,
mining, and transportation industries. 



History of Emancipation: Special Field Order No. 15. 2011. 
From the Georgia Historical Marker Program.

https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/history-of-emancipation-
special-field-orders-no-15/

RECONSTRUCTION ERA



 Graduating Class, circa 1900, 1895/1905. 
 From the Robert W. Woodruff Library:

 http://hdl.handle.net/20.500.12322/auc.001:0934.

THE GILDED AGE



Nast, Thomas, The Queen of Industry, or the New South, 1882.  
From the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/item/2013648370/.

AGRICULTURE



The Great Fruit Sections of the South, 1898.
 From the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/item/02003777/.

AGRICULTURE



Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Cotton States International Exposition, 1895. 
From the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01378_001/.

EDUCATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP



Black school, Liberty County. 1883. 
From the Georgia Historical Society: GHS 1375-PH-80.

EDUCATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP



Tallulah Fall - Georgia Postcard. 1900s. 
From the Georgia Historical Society Postcard Collection.




TRANSPORTATION



Atlanta's Terminus in 1865, 1865. 
From Digital Library of Georgia's Historic Atlanta Guidebook Collection:

ATLGuidebook1907_004.

TRANSPORTATION



Marble Effigies at the Etowah Museum, 2022. 
From the Etowah Archaeological Museum.

MINING



The Georgia Block of Marble in The Georgia Citizen Georgia, September 27, 1850. 
From the Digital Library of Georgia:

https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/lccn/sn83026608/1850-09-27/ed-
1/seq-1/.

MINING



Trademark registration by The National Manufacturing Company for New South
Plaids, September 13, 1887. From the Library of Congress:

https://www.loc.gov/item/2020708713/.





TEXTILES



Some boys were so small they had to climb up on the spinning frame to mend the broken
threads and put back the empty bobbins, 1909.

 From the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/item/2018674998/.

TEXTILES


